Dublin City Schools Social Studies Graded Course of Study International Diplomacy

K-12 Social Studies Vision

The Dublin City Schools K-12 Social Studies Education will provide many learning opportunities that will help students to:

·	develop thinking as educated citizens who seek to understand and appreciate diverse perspectives ·	confidently communicate evidence-based opinions and understandings
·	respectively seek out and evaluate the accuracy and worth of information in many forms ·	make reasoned decisions for themselves and the common good
·	work collaboratively with others

·	question and problem solve, while appreciating multiple perspectives and solutions


The Dublin City Schools K-12 Social Studies educational experience will allow students to see how social studies can be integrated into different disciplines and is relevant to many aspects of life. There is a greater emphasis on problem based/inquiry learning rather than just the memorization of historic dates, people, and events with a focus on the connections between current events and the past in order to solidify relevancy for students.

The balance of content and skills will inspire students to become successful global citizens in an interdependent world as effective decision makers that act responsibly in a diverse democratic society. We believe that empowering students to construct their learning with knowledge that includes broad themes of history, economics/financial literacy, geography, global awareness/culture, and government will ultimately assist each of our students in making a successful transition to civic life.


Program Goals:


In this course, students examine the dynamics of foreign policy between nations and the impacts political events have on policy decisions. Intensive studies and issues such as; competing beliefs and goals; methods of engagement; and conflict and cooperation will be focal points discussed. Students will also develop an understanding how the Middle East affects the political, economic, and social dynamics of the world with a focus on military strategy, global economic trends, and power struggle for natural resources. This activity is offered in conjunction with the University of Michigan’s Computer Learning School.

Students will participate in approaches to addressing global and regional issues through simulated diplomacy and will gain an appreciation of multiple perspectives. This course will emphasize how political, economic, social, and historical factors are shaped by competing nation-states, groups, and individuals in the Middle East and beyond.
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Topic Description

Content Statements

Expectations of Learning



Conflict and Cooperation in the Modern Middle Eastern

The modern Middle East affects the political, economic, and social dynamics of the world with a focus on military strategy, global economic trends, and power struggle for natural resources.


·	The political emergence of the modern Middle East post World War I.
·	Religious diversity in the Middle East and its role in collaboration and conflict.
·	The global economy and its relationship with Middle Eastern political/economic agendas.
·	Global policies regarding alliances, agreements, treaties with a focus on middle eastern stability.
·	The impact of coups and revolutions on the relationships between Middle Eastern nations and their outlook into the future.


·	Students will participate in an online simulation to gain knowledge of the Middle East issues.
·	Students will use technological skills to interact diplomatically with students globally.
·	Students will utilize technologically and social media effectively and responsibility with peers.











Civic Participation and Skills

Individuals and groups have the capacity to engage with others to impact global issues.


·	Individuals can evaluate media messages and assess how effective communicators address diverse audiences, including diplomatic communications among nations: within the simulation this includes communiqués, press releases, back-channel diplomatic discussion, etc.
·	Individuals can identify, evaluate, and discuss current international problems or dilemmas with the goal of proposing appropriate solutions, formulating action plans, and assessing the positive and negative results of actions taken.
·	Individuals can participate through non-governmental organizations to help address humanitarian needs due to complex economic, political, and social issues.


·	Evaluate how media messages are constructed for unique purposes using particular tools, characteristics and conventions common to international diplomacy.
·	Analyze the diversity of interpretations through context, point of view, and frame of reference through simulation participant dialogue.
·	Students have opportunities to assess and practice effective communication methods as they engage with others on global issues of diplomacy.
·	Students will be able to evaluate the Israeli/Palestinian conflict and participate in debate and discussion to influence public processes, propose appropriate solutions, formulate an action plan and assess the positive and negative results of proposed actions.
·	Describe how non-governmental interest groups and organizations address humanitarian needs in the Middle East and worldwide.
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Civil and Human Rights

There are challenges to civil rights and human rights throughout the world. Politics, economics and culture can all influence perceptions of civil and human rights.


·	Beliefs about civil and human rights vary among Middle Eastern nations. These nations and international organizations pursue their own interests on issues related to civil and human rights, resulting in both conflict and cooperation, particularly as it relates to injustices against minority groups.
·	Modern instances of genocide and ethnic cleansing present individual, organizational and national issues related to the responsibilities of participants and non-participants.


·	Societies and governmental systems have differing interests on issues related to civil and human rights, resulting in both conflict and cooperation among nations and international organizations.
·	Analyze modern instances of genocide and ethnic cleansing from individual, organizational and national perspectives.





Sustainability

An increasingly global society is faced with the interdependency of ecological, social and economic systems. The functioning of these systems determines the sustainability of natural and human communities at local, regional, national and global levels.


·	Human activities in the Middle East have resource availability implications for both current and future generations, including intended and unintended consequences, leading to regional and international conflict and cooperation. These sustainability issues are addressed differently by people viewing them from various political, economic and cultural perspectives.
·	International associations and non-governmental organizations offer means of collaboration to address sustainability issues on local, national and international levels.


·	Analyze the impact of a selected human activity today and in the future, including intended and unintended consequences.
·	Analyze a sustainability issue from various political, economic and cultural perspectives.
·	Analyze how people collaborate to address sustainability issues through international associations and non-governmental organizations.
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Technology

Technological advances present issues related to costs, distribution of benefits, ethical considerations, and deliberate and unintended consequences.


·	The development and use of technology influences economic, political, ethical and social issues within the Middle East. Decisions about the use of products and systems can result in intended and unintended consequences for governments and societies globally


·	Analyze how the development and use of technology has influenced a selected economic, political, ethical or social issue.
·	Analyze the costs and benefits of a selected technology, including intended and unintended consequences.







National Security and International Diplomacy

The political, economic and social goals of nations, international associations and non-governmental organizations may be incompatible with each other and lead to conflicts.


·	Nations seek to ensure the security of their geographic territories, political institutions, economic systems and ways of life. Maintaining security has political, social and economic costs.
·	Economic, political and social differences between global entities can lead to conflict unless mitigated through diplomacy or cooperative efforts.
·	Individuals and organizations work within, or outside of, established systems of power, authority and governance to influence their own security and the security of others.


·	Explain how and why nations protect their national security.
·	Evaluate the political, social and economic costs of a national security issue.
·	Analyze the economic, political and social causes of a current conflict and evaluate the efforts to mitigate them.
·	Analyze how individuals and groups work within the established systems of power, authority and governance.
·	Analyze an example of how and why an individual or group chose to work outside of the established systems of power, authority or governance.
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The Global Economy

The global economy is an international marketplace fueled by competition, trade and integration.


·	The global economy and the distribution of natural resources creates advantages and disadvantages among the Middle Eastern nation-states, which may lead to changes in the distribution of wealth and economic power over time.
·	International diplomacy can influence trade agreements, multinational organizations, embargoes and protectionism, impacting markets.
·	The global economy creates interdependence so that economic circumstances in one country impact events in other countries.


·	Evaluate how the global economy and access to natural resources has created advantages and disadvantages for different regions within the Middle East, including a focus on infrastructure differences.
·      Explain how international trade agreements and multinational organizations impact markets.
·	Evaluate the impact of embargoes and protectionism on markets.
·	Explain how economic decisions and activities in one country impact economies in other countries.
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