Dublin City Schools Social Studies Graded Course of Study Grade 7

K-12 Social Studies Vision

The Dublin City Schools K-12 Social Studies Education will provide many learning opportunities that will help students to:

·	develop thinking as educated citizens who seek to understand and appreciate diverse perspectives ·	confidently communicate evidence-based opinions and understandings
·	respectively seek out and evaluate the accuracy and worth of information in many forms ·	make reasoned decisions for themselves and the common good
·	work collaboratively with others

·	question and problem solve, while appreciating multiple perspectives and solutions


The Dublin City Schools K-12 Social Studies educational experience will allow students to see how social studies can be integrated into different disciplines and is relevant to many aspects of life. There is a greater emphasis on problem based/inquiry learning rather than just the memorization of historic dates, people, and events with a focus on the connections between current events and the past in order to solidify relevancy for students.

The balance of content and skills will inspire students to become successful global citizens in an interdependent world as effective decision makers that act responsibly in a diverse democratic society. We believe that empowering students to construct their learning with knowledge that includes broad themes of history, economics/financial literacy, geography, global awareness/culture, and government will ultimately assist each of our students in making a successful transition to civic life.




Grade 7 Social Studies Course Goals:


The seventh-grade year is an integrated study of world history, beginning with ancient Greece and continuing through global exploration. All four social studies strands are used to illustrate how historic events are shaped by geographic, social, cultural, economic and political factors. Students develop their understanding of how ideas and events from the past have shaped the world today.
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Topic

Content Statements

Expectations for Learning


Historical Thinking and Skills

Historical thinking begins with a clear sense of time – past, present and future – and becomes more precise as students progress. Historical thinking includes skills such as locating, researching, analyzing and interpreting primary and secondary sources so that students can begin to understand the relationships among events and draw conclusions.


1. Historians and archaeologists describe historical events and issues from the perspectives of people living at the time to avoid evaluating the past in terms of today’s norms and values.









(Standard embedded throughout the entire course)


Describe historical events and issues from the perspectives of people living at the time, avoiding evaluating the past in terms of today’s norms and values.





Spatial Thinking and Skills

Spatial thinking examines the relationships among people, places and environments by mapping and graphing geographic data. Geographic data are compiled, organized, stored and made visible using traditional and geospatial technologies. Students need to be able to access, read, interpret and create maps and other geographic representations as tools of analysis.


12. Maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace the development of human settlement over time.










(Standard embedded throughout the entire course)


Demonstrate how maps and other geographic representations can be used to trace the development of human settlement from past to present.
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Civic Participation and Skills

Civic participation embraces the ideal that an individual actively engages in his or her community, state or nation for the common good. Students need to practice effective communication skills including negotiation, compromise and collaboration. Skills in accessing and analyzing information are essential for citizens in a democracy.


16. The ability to understand individual and group perspectives is essential to analyzing historic and contemporary issues. and values.









(Standard embedded throughout the entire course)


Demonstrate how understanding individual and group perspectives are essential to analyzing historic and contemporary issues.
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Literacy Thinking & Skills

Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6 – 8







(Standards embedded throughout the entire course)


1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.



2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions.



4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.



6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose (e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts).



7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts.



8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.



9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same topic.



10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.







Literacy Thinking & Skills

Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, 6 – 8


(Standards embedded throughout the entire course)


2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events



7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question),
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.



8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms electively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.



9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, and research.
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Human Systems

Human systems represent the settlement and structures created by people on Earth’s surface. The growth, distribution and movements of people are driving forces behind human and physical events. Geographers study patterns in cultures and the changes that result from human processes, migrations and the diffusion of new cultural traits.


13. Geographic factors promote or impede the movement of people, products and ideas.


Describe how geographic factors can promote or impede the movement of people, products and ideas.



14. Trade routes connecting Africa, Europe and Asia fostered the spread of technology and major world religions.


Explain how trade routes connecting Africa, Europe and Asia fostered the spread of technology and major world religions.



15. Improvements in transportation, communication and technology have facilitated cultural diffusion among peoples around the world.


Select examples of improvements in transportation, communication and technology and explain how they have facilitated cultural diffusion among peoples around the world.





Early Civilizations

The eight features of civilizations include cities, well-organized central governments, complex religions, job specialization, social classes, arts, and architecture, public works and writing. Early peoples developed unique civilizations. Several civilizations established empires with legacies influencing later peoples.


2. The civilizations that developed in Greece and Rome had an enduring impact on later civilizations. This legacy includes governance and law, engineering and technology, art and architecture, as well as literature and history. The Roman Empire also played an instrumental role in the spread of Christianity.


Cite examples and explain the enduring impact that Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome had on later civilizations.





Roles and Systems of Government

The purpose of government in the United States is to establish order, protect the rights of individuals and promote the common good. Governments may be organized in different ways and have limited or unlimited powers.


17. Greek democracy and the Roman Republic were radical departures from monarchy and theocracy, influencing the structure and function of modern democratic governments


Describe how Greek democracy and the Roman Republic were radical departures from monarchy and theocracy.

Explain how they influenced the structure and function of modern democratic governments.



18. With the decline of feudalism, consolidation of power resulted in the emergence of nation states.


Explain how the decline of feudalism in Western Europe and consolidation of power resulted in the emergence of nation states.
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Feudalism and Transitions

Feudalism developed as a political system based on small local units controlled by lords bound by an oath of loyalty to a monarch. The decline of feudalism in Europe resulted from interactions between the
Muslim world and European states. These interactions influenced the rise of new ideas and institutions.


3. Germanic invasions helped to break up the Roman Empire and set the stage for the development of feudal and manorial systems. Later invasions helped establish Mongol dominance in central Asia and led to the destruction of the Byzantine Empire by the Turks.


Describe how Germanic invasions helped to break up the Roman Empire and set the stage for the development of feudal and manorial systems.



4. Mongol influence led to unified states in China and Korea, but the Mongol failure to conquer Japan allowed a feudal system to persist.


Explain how the Mongol influence led to unified states in China and Korea and how their failure to conquer Japan allowed a feudal system to persist.



5. Achievements in medicine, science, mathematics and geography by the Islamic civilization dominated most of the Mediterranean after the decline of the Roman Empire. These achievements were introduced into Western Europe as a result of the Muslim conquests, Crusades and trade, influencing the European Renaissance.


Describe achievements by the Islamic civilization and how these achievements were introduced into Western Europe.



6. The Renaissance in Europe introduced revolutionary ideas, leading to cultural, scientific and social changes.


Analyze how revolutionary ideas introduced during the Renaissance in Europe led to cultural, scientific and social changes.



7. The Reformation introduced changes in religion including the emergence of Protestant faiths and a decline in the political power and social influence of the Roman Catholic Church.


Analyze how the rise of Protestant faiths during the Reformation resulted in the decline of the political power and social influence of the Roman Catholic Church.



8. Empires in Africa (Ghana, Mali and Songhai) and Asia (Byzantine, Ottoman, Mughal and China) grew as commercial and cultural centers along trade routes.


Describe how empires in Africa (Ghana, Mali and Songhai) and Asia (Byzantine, Ottoman, Mughal and China) grew as commercial and cultural centers along trade routes.
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First Global Age

The transoceanic linking of all the major regions of the world led to economic, political, cultural and religious transformations.


9. The advent of the trans- Saharan slave trade had profound effects on both West and Central Africa and the receiving societies.


Describe the trans-Saharan slave trade and explain the effects on both West and Central Africa and the receiving societies.



10. European economic and cultural influence dramatically increased through explorations, conquests and colonization.


Describe how European economic and cultural influence increased through explorations, conquests and colonization.



11. The Columbian Exchange (e.g., the exchange of fauna, flora and pathogens) between previously unconnected parts of the world reshaped societies in ways still evident today.


Explain how the Columbian Exchange reshaped previously unconnected societies in ways still evident today.
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Economics

Decision Making and Skills

Effective economic decision-making requires students to be able to reason logically about key economic issues that affect their lives as consumers, producers, savers, investors and citizens. Economic decision making and skills engage students in the practice of analyzing costs and benefits, collecting and organizing economic evidence and proposing alternatives to economic problems.

Scarcity

There are not enough resources to produce all the goods and services that people desire.

Markets

Markets exist when buyers and sellers interact. This interaction determines market prices and thereby allocates scarce resources, goods and services.


19. Individuals, governments and businesses must analyze costs and benefits when making economic decisions. A cost-benefit analysis consists of determining the potential costs and benefits of an action and then balancing the costs against the benefits.


Explain why individuals, governments and businesses must analyze costs and benefits when making economic decisions.

Describe how a cost-benefit analysis consists of determining the potential costs and benefits of an action.



20. The variability in the distribution of productive resources in the various regions of the world contributed to specialization, trade and interdependence.


Discuss how the variability in the distribution of productive resources in the various regions of the world contributed to specialization, trade and interdependence.



21. The growth of cities and empires fostered the growth of markets. Market exchanges encouraged specialization and the transition from barter to monetary economies.


Explain how the growth of cities and empires fostered the growth of markets.

Describe how market exchanges encouraged specialization and the transition from barter to monetary economies.
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