DCS Grade 9-12 English Learner

2022 Summer Reading
Dublin City Schools Philosophy on Summer Reading:
Literacy involves reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, and interacting. When considering reading, research
shows that choice and volume of reading are essential to reading development. Reading over the summer is a
critical way to maintain and build upon the reading habits developed throughout the school year. Dublin City Schools
values our students’ reading lives. Therefore, we will provide year-round opportunities for our students to engage in
experiences that will allow them to grow in literacy.

Dublin City Schools Summer Reading Essential Question:
How does what we know about the world affect how we view ourselves?
Summer Reading Requirements:
☘ Each student reads a minimum of 2 books during the summer
☘ One book is chosen from the assigned EL course list
☘ One book is chosen by the student to read and share with the class after school starts. A
list of choice books is provided by EL course levels.
Student Assignment:
1. Select one book from the assigned EL list for the course you will be taking in 2022-23.
2. Select an activity from the table below that will capture your comprehension of the assigned
book you read. Please feel free to use a journal, posters, or technology (such as Padlet, a
personal blog, Schoology, or any option on your Google Drive).
3. Choose another book to read. Note: It does NOT have to be on the assigned EL list. However,
there are several titles in the choice list that may be of interest.
4. Consider the questions on page 6 of this document to guide your thinking as you read..
Character

Setting

Tell us 3 ways in which this character
has changed or grown from the
beginning to the end of the story.

Create a map showing the setting or
“route” taken by the main character in
your book during his/her adventure.

Create a poster or collage to represent
a character of your choice. Define the
Design a comic strip that shows the
character traits: what do they look like,
sequence of events of the story in their
sound like, act like, how do others view
appropriate setting.
them, and how do others connect with
them?
Cast the book as a movie. For each
character, please explain why you used
the person to play that part.

Identify and describe at least five
events from the book. Place a
description on a setting map in the
appropriate place.

Message/Theme
Plot out a musical playlist that would
represent the message or theme of this
story. For each song, explain the
connection to the story.
Design a new book cover with the
message or theme in mind. Items on
the cover should represent the
message or theme of the story.
Come up with 7 - 10 interview
questions that you would like to ask
the author about this book. One
question must relate to the
message/theme.

Assessment: Information will be shared the first week of school. The assessment will be given after
the first week of school. The grade for the assessment will be less than 10% of the student’s first
quarter grade.
Your teacher may provide information about book sales before the end of school.
__________________________________________

Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread

Assigned: High School EL Reading books (you will read one from this list)
ELL 905

Where the Sidewalk Ends You'll meet a boy who turns into a TV set, and a girl who eats a whale. The
Unicorn and the Bloath live there, and so does Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout who will not take the
garbage out. It is a place where you wash your shadow and plant diamond gardens, a place where
shoes fly, sisters are auctioned off, and crocodiles go to the dentist.
Shel Silverstein's masterful collection of poems and drawings stretches the bounds of imagination and
will be cherished by readers of all ages.

ELL 906

Sisters Raina can't wait to be a big sister. But once Amara is born, things aren't quite how she
expected them to be. Amara is cute, but she's also a cranky, grouchy baby, and mostly prefers to play
by herself. Their relationship doesn't improve much over the years, but when a baby brother enters the
picture and later, something doesn't seem right between their parents, they realize they must figure out
how to get along. They are sisters, after all.Raina uses her signature humor and charm in both
present-day narrative and perfectly placed flashbacks to tell the story of her relationship with her sister,
which unfolds during the course of a road trip from their home in San Francisco to a family reunion in
Colorado.

ELL 907

Dear World: A Syrian Girl’s Story of War and Plea for Peace When seven-year-old Bana Alabed took to
Twitter to describe the horrors she and her family were experiencing in war-torn Syria, her heartrending
messages touched the world and gave a voice to millions of innocent children. Bana’s happy childhood
was abruptly upended by civil war when she was only three years old. Over the next four years, she
knew nothing but bombing, destruction, and fear. Her harrowing ordeal culminated in a brutal siege
where she, her parents, and two younger brothers were trapped in Aleppo, with little access to food,
water, medicine, or other necessities. Facing death as bombs relentlessly fell around them—one of
which completely destroyed their home—Bana and her family embarked on a perilous escape to Turkey.

ELL 908

A Long Walk to Water The New York Times bestseller A Long Walk to Water begins as two stories, told
in alternating sections, about two eleven-year-olds in Sudan, a girl in 2008 and a boy in 1985. The girl,
Nya, is fetching water from a pond that is two hours’ walk from her home: she makes two trips to the
pond every day. The boy, Salva, becomes one of the "lost boys" of Sudan, refugees who cover the
African continent on foot as they search for their families and for a safe place to stay. Enduring every
hardship from loneliness to attack by armed rebels to contact with killer lions and crocodiles, Salva is a
survivor, and his story goes on to intersect with Nya’s in an astonishing and moving way.

ELL 909
(option 1)

Other Words for Home Jude never thought she’d be leaving her beloved older brother and father
behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But when things in her hometown start becoming volatile,
Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives.At first, everything in America seems too
fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved haven’t quite prepared her for
starting school in the US—and her new label of “Middle Eastern,” an identity she’s never known
before.But this life also brings unexpected surprises—there are new friends, a whole new family, and a
school musical that Jude might just try out for. Maybe America, too, is a place where Jude can be seen
as she really is. This lyrical, life-affirming story is about losing and finding home and, most importantly,
finding yourself.

ELL 909
(option 2)

Grade Level Book
Grade 9: And Then There Were None by Agatha Christie, or Salt to the Sea by Ruta Sepetys, or Just Mercy
(Adapted for Young Adults). A True Story of The Fight for Justice by Bryan Stevenson
Grade 10: All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, or Unbroken by Lauren Hillenbrand (original
or YA adaptation), or 1984 by George Orwell
Grade 11: Frankenstein by Mary Shelley (original or graphic novel adaptation), or An Abundance of Katherines by
John Green, or The Other Wes Moore, by Wes Moore
Grade 12: Goodbye Days by Jeff Zentner, or The Last Lecture by Randy Pausch, or Pride and Prejudice by
JaneAusten or Pride (a Pride and Prejudice “remix” by Ibi Zoboi

__________________________________________
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Choice: HIgh School EL Reading books (you can read one from this list, or choose your own)
Inside Out and Back Again Hà has only ever known Saigon: the thrills of its markets, the joy of its traditions, and the
warmth of her friends close by. But now the Vietnam War has reached her home. Hà and her family are forced to flee as
Saigon falls, and they board a ship headed toward hope—toward America. This moving story of one girl's year of change,
dreams, grief, and healing received four starred reviews, including one from Kirkus which proclaimed it "enlightening,
poignant, and unexpectedly funny."

Bravo: Poems About Amazing Hispanics Musician, botanist, baseball player, pilot―the Latinos featured in this collection,
Bravo!, come from many different countries and from many different backgrounds. Celebrate their accomplishments and
their contributions to a collective history and a community that continues to evolve and thrive today! Biographical poems
include: Aida de Acosta, Arnold Rojas, Baruj Benacerraf, César Chávez, Fabiola Cabeza de Baca, Félix Varela, George
Meléndez, José Martí, Juan de Miralles, Juana Briones, Julia de Burgos, Louis Agassiz Fuertes, Paulina Pedroso, Pura
Belpré, Roberto Clemente, Tito Puente, Ynes Mexia, Tomás Rivera

Home of the Brave Kek comes from Africa where he lived with his mother, father, and brother. But only he and his mother
have survived. Now she's missing, and Kek has been sent to a new home. In America, he sees snow for the first time, and
feels its sting. He wonders if the people in this new place will be like the winter―cold and unkind. But slowly he makes
friends: a girl in foster care, an old woman with a rundown farm, and a sweet, sad cow that reminds Kek of home. As he
waits for word of his mother's fate, Kek weathers the tough Minnesota winter by finding warmth in his new friendships,
strength in his memories, and belief in his new country.

Roller Girl For most of her twelve years, Astrid has done everything with her best friend Nicole. But after Astrid falls in love

with roller derby and signs up for derby camp, Nicole decides to go to dance camp instead. And so begins the most difficult
summer of Astrid's life as she struggles to keep up with the older girls at camp, hang on to the friend she feels slipping
away, and cautiously embark on a new friendship. As the end of summer nears and her first roller derby bout (and junior
high!) draws closer, Astrid realizes that maybe she is strong enough to handle the bout, a lost friendship, and middle
school… in short, strong enough to be a roller girl.

American Born Chinese Jin Wang starts at a new school where he is the only Chinese-American student. When a boy
from Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn’t want to be associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American boy,
because he is in love with an all-American girl. Danny is an all-American boy: great at basketball, popular with the girls. But
his obnoxious Chinese cousin Chin-Keeis annual visit is such a disaster that it ruins Danny’s reputation at school. The
Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and mastered the arts of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He is ready to
join the ranks of the immortal gods in heaven. But there is no place in heaven for a monkey. Each of these characters
cannot help himself alone, but how can they possibly help each other? They are going to have to find a way if they want to
fix the disasters their lives have become.

The House on Mango Street Acclaimed by critics, beloved by readers of all ages, taught everywhere from inner-city
grade schools to universities across the country, and translated all over the world, The House on Mango Street is the
remarkable story of Esperanza Cordero. Told in a series of vignettes – sometimes heartbreaking, sometimes deeply joyous
– it is the story of a young Latina girl growing up in Chicago, inventing for herself who and what she will become. Few other
books in our time have touched so many readers.

The Crossover "With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is DRIZZLING. Stop all that

quivering. Cuz tonight I’m delivering," announces dread-locked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are
awesome on the court.
But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and
furious middle grade novel of family and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander. Josh and Jordan must come to grips with
growing up on and off the court to realize breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax
proves a game-changer for the entire family.

ELL 906

Booked Like lightning/you strike/fast and free/legs zoom/down field/eyes fixed/on the checkered ball/on the goal/ten
yards to go/can’t nobody stop you/can’t nobody cop you…
In this follow-up to the Newbery-winning novel THE CROSSOVER, soccer, family, love, and friendship, take center stage as
twelve-year-old Nick learns the power of words as he wrestles with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to
impress the girl of his dreams. Helping him along are his best friend and sometimes teammate Coby, and The Mac, a
rapping librarian who gives Nick inspiring books to read. This electric and heartfelt novel-in-verse by poet Kwame
Alexander bends and breaks as it captures all the thrills and setbacks, action and emotion of a World Cup match!

__________________________________________

Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread

Persopolis In powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the story of her life in Tehran from ages six to
fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating
effects of war with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists and the great-granddaughter of one
of Iran’s last emperors, Marjane bears witness to a childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country. Persepolis
paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the bewildering contradictions between home life and public life.
Marjane’s child’s-eye view of dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the revolution allows us to
learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own extraordinary family.

A Hope More Powerful than the Sea Adrift in a frigid sea, no land in sight, just debris from the ship's wreckage and
floating corpses all around, nineteen-year-old Doaa Al Zamel stays afloat on a small inflatable ring and clutches two little
girls―barely toddlers―to her body. The children had been thrust into Doaa's arms by their drowning relatives, all refugees
who boarded a dangerously overcrowded ship bound for Italy and a new life. For days as Doaa drifts, she prays for rescue
and sings to the babies in her arms. She must stay alive for them. She must not lose hope. This emotionally charged,
eye-opening true story that represents the millions of unheard voices of refugees who risk everything in a desperate search
for the promise of a safe future.
Long Way Down Jason Reynolds’s fiercely stunning novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching.
Revenge. That’s where Will’s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he? And so it goes, the
whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each stop someone connected to his brother gets on to
give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END…if WILL gets off
that elevator. Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.

Nine, Ten: A September 11 Story Ask anyone: September 11, 2001, was serene and lovely, a perfect day—until a plane

struck the World Trade Center. But right now it is a few days earlier, and four kids in different parts of the country are going
about their lives. Sergio, who lives in Brooklyn, is struggling to come to terms with the absentee father he hates and the
grandmother he loves. Will’s father is gone, too, killed in a car accident that has left the family reeling. Naheed has never
before felt uncomfortable about being Muslim, but at her new school she’s getting funny looks because of the headscarf
she wears. Aimee is starting a new school in a new city and missing her mom, who has to fly to New York on business.
These four don’t know one another, but their lives are about to intersect in ways they never could have imagined.

Refugee JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his
family board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . .ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing
her country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . .MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. With
his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . . All three kids go
on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to betrayals.
But there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by continents and
decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. This action-packed novel tackles topics both timely
and timeless: courage, survival, and the quest for home.

Flying Lessons and Other Stories Whether it is basketball dreams, family fiascoes, first crushes, or new neighborhoods,
this bold anthology—written by the best children’s authors including Kwame Alexander, Soman Chainani, Jacqueline
Woodson, and many more—celebrates the uniqueness and universality in all of us. "Will resonate with any kid who's ever
felt different—which is to say, every kid." —Time This impressive group of authors has earned among them every major
award in children’s publishing and popularity as New York Times best sellers. From these distinguished authors come ten
distinct and vibrant stories.

The Poet X Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into
curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness do the talking. But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and
she pours all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather notebook, reciting the words to herself like
prayers—especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio class named Aman, who her family can never know
about. With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her
thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know how she
could ever attend without her mami finding out. But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her poems. Because in
the face of a world that may not want to hear her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.
The Hate U Give Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and
the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses
the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his
death became a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters
are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What
everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But
what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.

__________________________________________
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I am Not Your Perfect Mexican Daughter Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move

out of their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never abandon their family. But Julia is
not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga
dead and Julia left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to acknowledge that Julia is
broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. But it’s not
long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as everyone thought. With the help of her best friend
Lorena, and her first kiss, first love, first everything boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga really what
she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? And either way, how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly
impossible ideal?

The Education of Margot Sanchez Things/People Margot Hates: Mami, for destroying her social life...Papi, for allowing Junior

to become a Neanderthal...Junior, for becoming a Neanderthal...The supermarket...Everyone else. After “borrowing” her father’s credit
card to finance a more stylish wardrobe, Margot Sanchez suddenly finds herself grounded. And by grounded, she means working as an
indentured servant in her family’s struggling grocery store to pay off her debts. With each order of deli meat she slices, Margot can feel
her carefully cultivated prep school reputation slipping through her fingers, and she’s willing to do anything to get out of this
punishment. Lie, cheat, and maybe even steal…Margot’s invitation to the ultimate beach party is within reach and she has no intention
of letting her family’s drama or Moises—the admittedly good looking but outspoken boy from the neighborhood—keep her from her
goal.

Farewell to Manzanar During World War II a community called Manzanar was created in the high mountain desert
country of California. Its purpose was to house thousands of Japanese Americans. Among them was the Wakatsuki
family, who were ordered to leave their fishing business in Long Beach and take with them only the belongings they
could carry. Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston, who was seven years old when she arrived at Manzanar in 1942, recalls life in
the camp through the eyes of the child she was. First published in 1973, this new edition of the classic memoir of a
devastating Japanese American experience includes an inspiring afterword by the authors.

American Street On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would finally find une
belle vie—a good life. But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S. immigration, leaving
Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna, and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new
school; and a surprising romance, all on her own. Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous
proposition presents itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads of an
impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream?
The Other Side “You can't really tell what time it is when you're in the freezer”…. Every year, thousands of migrant
children and teens cross the U.S.-Mexico border. The journey is treacherous and sometimes deadly, but worth the risk
for migrants who are escaping gang violence and poverty in their home countries. And for those refugees who do
succeed? They face an immigration process that is as winding and multi-tiered as the journey that brought them here. In
this book, award-winning Mexican author Juan Pablo Villalobos strings together the diverse experiences of eleven real
migrant teenagers, offering readers a beginning road map to issues facing the region. These timely accounts of
courage, sacrifice, and survival―including two fourteen-year-old girls forming a tenuous friendship as they wait in a frigid
holding cell, a boy in Chicago beginning to craft his future while piecing together his past in El Salvador, and cousins
learning to lift each other up through angry waters―offer a rare and invaluable window into the U.S.–Central American
refugee crisis.

__________________________________________
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Dublin City Schools Summer Reading Essential Question:

How does what we know about the world affect how we view ourselves?
Below are questions created to help guide and capture thinking while reading. Responses and evidence of
thinking will not be collected; however, please track thinking throughout the book. The more thoughtful
you are while reading, the more successful you will be in small group and whole class discussions, class
activities, and assessments upon return to school.

Grade
9

●
●

What conflicts do the characters face? As a group? As individuals?
What does your book show the reader about the human experience?

Grade
10

●

Select an important event in your book and discuss the items below:
a. Setting and its impact on the story
b. Mood and how the author develops it
c. How this event connects to a recurring theme
What does your book show the reader about the human experience?

●

Grade
11
Grade
12

●

How does the character’s relationship with another person or group help him/her
realize something about him/herself?
What does your book show the reader about the human experience?

●
●
●

What social statement or commentary on society is being presented within the novel?
How can you relate an aspect of the book you have read to your personal life?
What does your book show the reader about the human experience?

●

__________________________________________
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